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Lesson Four: Is the Bible God’s Words? 

 

The BIG Deal about the Bible 

I. In our class today we’re looking at questions about the Bible.  

A. I believe all of us can agree there’s no book quite like the Bible. It is unique, very special.  

1. It’s a very old book and yet it’s teachings are relevant and applicable to our modern times.  

2. It’s not just a history book. The Bible probes our minds and our hearts (Heb. 4:12)  

II. When someone asks, “Is the Bible God’s Words” – it’s a big question with serious implications.  

A. If the Bible is not the Word of God…  

1. None of what we believe stands.  

2. The existence of God, creation, Jesus, the resurrection, the church – all rely on this book 

3. The reliability of our faith rests in the reliability of this book – they stand or fall together.  

B. In many ways, this is one of the more important questions one will have to answer.  

1. Without the Bible man is left to reason from his own authority/positions  

2. Without the Bible man is left to guess at the mind/will of God  

3. Without the Bible anything goes – and often does.  

III. When we look at the Bible:  

A. It’s a book containing 66 books – written by 40 different authors from different places and backgrounds, 

covering a span of history of over 4,000 years 

1. And yet this book contains no contradictions or errors – it’s message is the same 

2. The question is – what evidence is there that the Bible contains the very words of God?  

 

Evidence for the Inspiration of the Bible 

I. The Claims 

A. The Bible claims that it is from God (2 Tim. 3:16-17)  

B. God gave men the words they were to write/speak 

1. Hos. 1:1 – the word of the Lord which came to Hosea 

2. Jer. 1:9 – I have put my words in Your mouth  

3. 1 Cor. 11:23 – I received from the Lord that which I delivered to you  

4. Gal. 1:11-12 – the gospel, not according to man, but from Christ  
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5. 1 Thess. 2:13 – you accept it not as the words of man but of God  

C. The phrase “thus says the Lord” is found 415x; the phrase “the Lord said” is found 219x  

 

II. The Proof of Prophesy  

A. Hundreds of Biblical prophecies have been fulfilled through history.  

1. They’re not the kind of “prophecies” you find in a fortune cookie – vague, generic  

2. The prophecies of the Bible are detailed predictions about specific individuals, nations, and events.  

 

B. Here are two examples:  

1. Daniel 2:36-42 – Daniel is interpreting the king’s dream, and shares how the dream was a vision 

about the future  

a. Daniel identifies the four sections of this statue as four empires that would become the dominant 

world powers in the centuries to come.  

b. We can look back through history and see how this was fulfilled  

1) Babylon (605-539 B.C.)  

2) Medo-Persian (539-331 B.C.)  

3) Greek (331-146 B.C.)  

4) Rome (146 B.C.) – made of iron and clay – weakness within  

c. How could Daniel have known about this?  

2. Jesus – there are numerous prophecies concerning the coming Messiah – Jesus – all made hundreds 

of years before Jesus arrived.  

a. Mic 5:2 – born in Bethlehem – Matt. 2:1  

b. Isa. 53:5 – scourged, pierced – Matt. 27:26:35  

 

C. According to a mathematician, the chance of one man in history fulfilling just 8 of those specific prophecies 

is 1 in 1017 

1. Imagine taking one hundred quadrillion silver coins and laying them over the entire state of Texas. 

Then mark one of them with a black “X” and throw it back into the pile.  

2. After you’ve thoroughly mixed up the coins, blindfold a man and allow him to walk all over the state 

and then randomly pick up one of the silver coins.  

3. What are the chances that the coin he selects is the one with the black “X” on it? 1 in 1017 

a. The same chance that Jesus could have randomly fulfilled just 8 of the prophecies concerning 

Him.  

b. And He fulfilled over 300.  
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III. The Proof of Archaeology  

A. Over the years, archaeologists have produced evidence in support of God’s Word  

1. The Tel Dan Stele (900-850 B.C.)  

a. A “stele” is an upright stone that is inscribed and used as a monument of important events.  

b. This stone mentions the house of David, affirming the united kingdom under David  

2. The Meesha Stele (846 B.C.)  

a. Also known as the “Moabite Stone” it records the revolt of Meesha, king of Moab against Israel  

3. The Nabonidus Cylinder (550 B.C.)  

a. Nabonidus was the king of Babylon.  

b. This clay cylinder refers to his eldest son, Belshazzar, who is named in Daniel.  

4. The impression of King Hezekiah’s Ring 

a. This is the first time that a seal impression of an Israelite or Judean king has ever come to light 

in a scientific archaeological excavation  

5. The seal of Isaiah 

a. Just recently found, some believe the name on this seal is of the prophet Isaiah  

b. Because the seal is broken, the text contains the Hebrew name of Isaiah “Yesha’yah[u]” 

followed by the word “nvy.” If the Hebrew letter aleph originally followed nvy, then it would 

be translated “Belonging to Isaiah the prophet.” 

 

IV. The Proof of Accuracy  

A. The Bible is consistent and accurate in what it teaches 

1. Historical accuracy 

a. There are people, places, and nations mentioned in the Bible which can be traced back through 

the records of history, and verified.  

b. Nebuchadnezzar was the king of the Babylonians, as stated in the book of Daniel  

c. Luke 3:1 lists several leaders confirmed by history and archaeology  

2. Geological accuracy  

a. For years man believed the earth was flat. The concept of a “round” earth wouldn’t be 

accepted for generations, yet God spoke of it in His word (Prov. 8:27; Isa 40:22) 

3. Biological Accuracy 

a. Num. 19:14-16 teaches about sterilization, sanitation, and quarantines.  

b. The idea of germs and diseases caused by infections, both show the wisdom of God to 

understand how the body works, long before man realized  

4. Astronomy Accuracy 

a. Jer. 33:22  shows how innumerable the stars are – it’s impossible to count them.  

b. 1 Cor. 15:41 reminds us no two stars are alike.  
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V. The Proof of Manuscripts  

A. When questions arise about, “How can you know the Bible we have today is the same Bible originally 

written? How do you know man hasn’t changed the Bible along the way?”  

1. Like a big game of telephone – how do we know the message hasn’t changed through the years?  

 

B. This is where manuscripts help us. We have an abundance to study from:  

1. Consider other ancient writings and the number of manuscripts of theirs we have:  

a. Plato – 7 

b. Tactius – 20  

c. OT – more than 10,000  

d. NT – more than 25,000  

 

C. One of the major findings was in 1947 – the dead sea scrolls.  

1. The scrolls are dated around 100 B.C.  

2. They contain a complete copy of Isaiah, along with fragments of almost every OT book.  

3. Before the Dead Sea Scrolls, the earliest known copy of the OT was the Masoretic Text, dated 

around 900 A.D. (more than 1200 years older)  

a. Scholars have been able to examine the two manuscripts, looking for any variations  

b. There were none. Only variations included slight spelling differences.  

c. We can trust with confidence that the Bible we have today is accurate to it’s original source  

 

How to Answer Our Friends:  

I. When it comes to answering our friends – what might we need to keep in mind?  

A. There’s going to be a great deal of skepticism.  

1. Asking someone to believe a book is written by God – its contents are all true.  

2. When someone struggles over accepting miracles – what can we say?  

a. We can point them to one of the greatest miracles – the creation – and all the evidence that 

points to God from our previous classes.  

B. Some may come with the saying, “The Bible is full of contradictions”  

1. A question worth asking is – “Have you read the Bible?”  

2. If not – would you read it with me?  

3. Please share your contradictions and we can study/look into them.  

C. Some questions I might ask:  

1. If this is God’s word…  

a. We need to read it, listen to it, and obey it (live it).  


